Management of apparent single foci of epithelial ovarian cancer.
Four patients with proven ovarian cancer were found to have single lesions in the liver parenchyma after completing chemotherapy. They otherwise appeared to be in complete clinical remission. Percutaneous needle biopsy was sometimes misleading and dangerous. Laparoscopy and laparotomy were required for optimum safe diagnosis, staging, and treatment. Definitive resection appeared to be beneficial but usually only as a palliative form of debulking. Subsequent adjuvant combination chemotherapy may sometimes improve the duration of useful remissions. Unusual sites of metastatic ovarian cancer appear to be increasing in frequency. Successful management of late recurrences in the liver is possible, provided the diagnosis is immediately suspected and one utilizes both definitive surgery and chemotherapy.